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By Ray Troy, Chair,  
Lee County DEC 
 

 What good are lead-
ers without followers?  
We can’t all be the 
boss.  Actually we must 
be both!  There are 
times we lead and 
times we follow!  We 
may lead by example 
but we still follow those 
we find considered role 
models, share our ex-
pertise, and still must 
have an open mind to 
listen to the wisdom 
and issues of others.  
Even though there are 
many courses on lead-
ership, the greatest 

leaders are also great 
followers, knowing how 
to listen, respect the 
ideas of others and 
humble enough to ask 
for help when they need 
it.  
 We must all work 
together and build for a 
Democratic WIN in 
2008.  I pledge to all of 
you, as your Lee 
County Democratic Ex-
ecutive Chairman, that I 
will give every DEC 
member the opportunity 
to be heard, to allow full 
discussion of the is-
sues, and to fully carry-
out on the decisions 

approved by the major-
ity. 
 We can win by 
building at the grass 
roots level.  Building a 
grass roots organiza-
tion, precinct by pre-
cinct, is imperative. 
Your involvement is key 
to our success. 
Whether you are a pre-
cinct captain, a volun-
teer activist or involved, 
be it with funds or 
physical help, we can’t 
do this without you. 
  
Democratic Lee  
Speaking, 
Ray Troy  

 Southwest Florida is one of the fast-
est growing areas in the nation. Unfortu-
nately it is dominated by republican 
elected officials. We Democrats are go-
ing to change that in the upcoming elec-
tion by reaching out to voters and con-
cerned citizens of all ages, especially 
young people. That is why we are  form-
ing a Lee County Young Democratic 
Caucus.  This Caucus will be a place for 
young people to gather and make a 
change in Southwest Florida. 
  
 At this time we are  recruiting Young 
Democrats up to age 36, that wish to join 
and be active in this organization. 
Our goal is to help elect Democratic 

candidates and to raise awareness of De-
mocratic issues & values. 
   
 If you or other young citizens 
are interested in making a change in Lee 
County and have a passion for the values 
that Democrats stand for, please contact 
me. We look forward to making this 
Caucus a success by working with 
our Florida State Democratic Party and 
 the Lee County Democratic Executive 
Committee.  For information please con-
tact Steven Swanson at (239)- 728-1065, 
or email : Eagle1ss@aol.com. 
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 Try to imagine yourself, unable to 
speak English, coming to America 
from a cosmopolitan, European city 
and settling in a tiny, mid-western, 
 military town. That's the experience 
of Erini Bonou-Price. 
 While living in her native Athens, 
Greece, Erini met an American Army 
officer. Although he spoke no Greek 
and she understood little English, 
they fell in love and were married. 
(Love conquers all; even language 
 barriers) 
 In 1963 Erini and her husband 
came to America and settled on an 
Army base in Lawton, Oklahoma �  a 
far cry from her life in Athens!  Two 
weeks later President Kennedy was 
assassinated. Erini says she vividly 

remembers that day, as she watched 
television trying to understand what 
had happened, but with nobody to 
translate for her. 
 Soon after that, Erini began to 
study English so that, in 1971, she 
could pass the exam for American 
citizenship. Having come from the 
birthplace of democracy, it's not sur-
prise that Erini registered to vote 
the very next day. (as a Democrat, of 
course) 
 Erini and Joe moved to Fort 
Myers in 1969 but she didn't become 
active in politics here until the 1992 
presidential primary. Because of her 
Greek heritage (and at the urging of 
the priest at the Greek Orthodox 
Church) she went to work for the Paul 

Tsongas campaign, organizing rallies 
and waving signs. Erini met Bob Gelt-
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to celebrate Earth Day.  
 
 
GREATER FORT MYERS 
President, Richard Supalo, 454 6587, 
mijoye@msn.com; contact person, Del 
Graber, 482 3168.  
  
Club meets on the 3rd Monday of the 
month, 7:00 pm at the Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre. 
 
 We will be holding our first fund-
raiser of the year, Spring Fling Art Auc-
tion, on April 30, 2007, at the Broadway 
Palm Dinner Theatre.  The preview 
times are 4:00 - 5:30 with the auction to 
follow.  Hors d'oeuvres and wine will be 
provided. 
We need help and cooperation to make 
this auction the best fundraiser ever.  If 
you have any art objects, pictures, jew-
elry, etc. that you would like to donate 
you can contact: Richard Supalo, 454-
6587 or 489-4560 in order to make ar-
rangements for pick up or drop off of 
your articles. 
 
 Please bring friends and neighbors 
and of course, MONEY,  If you know 
you will be attending this 
event, please contact Richard Supalo 
so we can obtain a head count.  All 

clubs have been invited and we expect 
to have many attending this event.  
There will be a $5.00 donation at the 
door which will include your ticket for 
the 50/50 drawing. 
 
CLUB OF THE ISLANDS  
Co-Chairs: Ellis Robinson, 395-3594 
and June Sieber, 395-9078; publicity 
person, Dave Bath, 
395 4550, davebath@aol.com.  
 
This club meets October through June 
at Sanibel Library, 3rd Wednesday of 
the month at 7:00 pm. 
 
 On Wednesday, April 18, at 7:00 
pm, the Democratic Club of the Is-
lands will meet at the Sanibel Library 
to hear Rae Ann Wessel talk about 
the serious water pollution problems 
in our estuaries and coastal waters.  
Ms. Wessel is a Limnologist and Ma-
rine Scientist and has been actively 
engaged in environmental work in 
South Florida since 1978. All are wel-
come. 

LEHIGH ACRES 
President, Edd Weiner, 954 648 5458 
or cell, 954 584 1224; contact person 
Pat Houseman, 561 7417. Club meets 
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BONITA SPRINGS 
President: Susan Healy, 390-1422. 
Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the Liles Hotel in 
Riverside Park, Bonita Springs. 
 
CAPE CORAL  
President, Jim Getts, 549 2003,  PTrou-
ble01@yahoo.com. 
 
Club meets 4th Thursday of the month 
at 7:00 pm at Tony Rotino Center (next 
to Yacht Club), Cape Coral. 
 
CYPRESS COVE 
President, Charlotte Kowitch, 437- 
9584, charlotte@zebis.com 
 
Club meets the 4th Wednesday at 
10:00 am at Edison hall in Cypress 
Cove. 
 
ESTERO/SAN CARLOS  
President,  Joseph Beausoleil 495 
1807, demclubofesc@aol.com. Contact 
person for club, Megan Hutchins, 992-
0641, meghutchins@TNNI.net 
 
Club meets on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 10:00 am at the Estero Re-
gional Park & Recreation Center. 
On the 3rd Sat. of April , however, we 
will all be at Koreshan Park, in Estero, 
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Erinie Bonou-Price, former State  
Committeewoman, Lee County 



Senator Mel Martinez  
317 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington DC  20510  
Martinez.senate.gov/public/index.Cfm 
                        
Rep. Connie Mack 
115 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20510 
http://mack.house.gov/  
 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi    
H-232 US Capitol  
Washington, DC 20515 

Remember to question our reps  
on the issues that are important to us! 
 

Charlie Crist, Governor 
400 S. Monroe St.  
Tallahassee FL  32399                              
 charlie.crist@myflorida.com                                 

       
Senator Bill Nelson 
billnelson.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm 
716 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington DC 20510 
 

 

 Democrats are encouraged to 
attend two special events this year, 
the JJ Dinner in Hollywood in June 
and the State Convention in October 
in Orlando. (For details on the JJ Din-
ner, see box below.) 
 On March 12, 2007, Karen Thur-
man and Leonard Joseph, Chair and 
Executive Director of the Florida De-
mocratic Party, met with the DEC 
Chairs, Vice Chairs, and State Com-
mitteepersons from Southwest Flor-
ida. Representatives from six counties 

were present (Manatee, Highlands, 
Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, and Collier). 
Thurman’s message was that we 
must build on the success of the 2006 
elections. Precinct organization is es-
sential for winning elections. Support 
from the FDP and from the DNC will 
be forthcoming for local candidates in 
proportion to the local financial com-
mitment for these candidates. �  

 The first 2007 meeting of the FDP 
Executive Committee was held in Tal-
lahassee in conjunction with Legisla-
tive Appreciation Day on March 5, 
2006. No major decisions were made 
by the Executive Committee. The 
Committee on Club, Caucuses, and 
Organizations, however, did made 
available information on applying for 
charter recertification due by July 1, 
2007. The Central Committee met 
following the Executive Committee 
and approved this year’s budget. 

By Joseph W. Beausoleil,  
State Committeeman 
 Compared to the other officers of 
the DEC, the State Committeewoman 
and State Committeeman have a 
most diverse set of responsibilities. 
The job is more than representing the 
Lee County Democratic Party at FDP 
Executive Committee meetings. They 
function as liaisons between the DEC 
and the FDP and between the DEC 
and the Clubs. Being a liaison means 
more than attending meetings which 
are time consuming and demanding. 
It can require research on issues 
raised, consultation with the parties 
involved on an individual basis, analy-
sis of information collected, and 
preparation/presentation of resolu-

tions. 
 The State Committeewoman and 
State Committeeman serve on stand-
ing committees of the FDP. This re-
quires communication with the re-
spective committee chair and mem-
bers in preparing for and following up 
on committee actions. 
 I serve on two FDP committees, 
the Legislative and Liaison Committee 
and Campaign Committee. This re-
quires me to be knowledgeable of the 
issues prior to the meetings, to partici-
pate in the discussion at the meet-
ings, and to implement any committee 
recommendations that have been ap-
proved by the Executive Committee at 
the county level.  Another very 

important responsibility is serving on 
the 14th Congressional District Com-
mittee. This requires interrelating with 
the state committeewomen and state 
committeemen in those counties 
wholly or partially included in the 14th 
Congressional District. Among the 
responsibilities of this committee is 
ensuring that the Democratic candi-
date has the financial support he or 
she needs to win the 14th Congres-
sional �����
�� the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 
 This is only a summary of the re-
sponsibilities of what is a demanding 
and time-consuming job. For more 
details, see Article 1, Section G of the 
DEC Bylaws. �  
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Peace Demonstrations in the 
Lee County Area 
Nancy Howell (Precinct 64) 
(Co-chair, The Wage Peace Project) 
 
 Outrage over the Iraq war is 
spilling into the streets in Fort 
Myers, at least on a small 
scale.  Every Wednesday at 
4:30 to 6 pm for the past couple 
of months a group gathers at 
the corner of McGregor and 
Colonial (parking near the Alli-
ance for the Arts), carrying 
homemade signs and demon-
strating on the sidewalk.  The 
group has varied from 12 to 60 
demonstrators, and they are 
encouraged and energized by 
the large number of drivers who 
honk their horns and give the 
“thumps up” or peace sign as 
they drive by.  The demonstra-
tion was originally organized by 
the All Faiths Unitarian Church, 
and all are welcome to join in.  
The group plans to continue 
until our troops are returned 

home. 
 On the fourth 
anniversary of the 
American invasion 
of Iraq, a larger 
demonstration was 
held on Saturday 
March 17, from 3 
to 6 pm.  The 
group of about 75 
gathered at the 
McGregor and Co-
lonial spot, and 
marched along Co-
lonial carrying flags 
and signs, inviting 
cars to support them by honk-
ing.  And honk they did, making 
a great noise.  The group 
stopped at US41 and Colonial 
for an hour or two, getting a 
great response from the public, 
and then returned to the start-
ing point. 
 On Monday, March 19, 
many of the same people were 
joined by protesters from 
Naples and from the Port Char-

lotte area for a candle-light vigil 
in Centennial Park.  A number 
of peace activists and local reli-
gious and political leaders 
spoke to the crowd, and there 
was some TV coverage.  The 
event was organized and spon-
sored by the Environmental 
and Peace Education Center, 
and there are pictures on their 
web site (www.epec.org). �  
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 We are honored to have House Speaker Nancy Pelosi headlining our 
annual Jefferson-Jackson Weekend, to be held June 9 and 10 at the Westin 
Diplomat Resort & Spa in Hollywood. Tickets are $150 and can be purchased 
at www.fladems.com/jj or by calling 850-222-3411. In addition, we are of-
fering a new way to purchase your tickets: you can sign up to pay in three, 
interest-free monthly payments if you submit your first payment by April 5 at 
www.fladems.com/jjmonthly.  

 It's going to be a great event, and we hope you can make it! 
 
Note: the Westin is offering a special $179/night rate for Florida Democrats. Be sure to call (954) 
602-6000 and mention the "Annual Jefferson-Jackson Dinner" when you make your reservation.�



last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 
pm at Lehigh Veterans Park, 55 Home-
stead Rd.  
 
 At the last meeting, President Edd 
had several suggestions for ways to 
make our club grow: for example, each 
member could bring another person to 
the next meeting and we could all call 
Democrats to remind them of the next 
meeting.  Since Edd is in charge of 
plans for the next Jefferson/Jackson 
Day Dinner, we should plan now to at-
tend and bring our friends.  Since this is 
a planning year for the next election, 
there is a lot for us to do to get in-
volved.  Let's go!   
 
NORTH FORT MYERS 
President, Lester Canady, 656-
6337.llittlebird4@yahoo.com; contact 
person, Diann Swasey, 656 6337. 
 
Club meets 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 pm at Bayshore Fire 
Dept meeting room on Nelle Rd. The 
North Fort Myers Democratic Club 
had an active March.  A showing of Al 
Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" was 
held with complimentary desserts for 
the community and was well at-
tended.  We sponsored a booth at the 
North Fort Myers Community Festival 
and distributed free discount prescrip-
tion drug cards for those without 
health insurance.  Our membership 
roll was also increased.  
  
 If anyone has a need or knows of 
someone that has a need for a pre-
scription discount card, we have them 
in English and Spanish.  Call Les Ca-
nady or Diann Swasey at 656 6337.  
  
 Member Phyllis Becker has had 
successful surgery and Betty Tinden 
is still suffering from a broken foot; 
Gerry Cheshire has been under the 
weather with throat problems and 
Barbara McClellan is up and around 
after recovering from a broken leg.  
We wish them all a speedy recovery. 
   
SHELL POINT 
 
President, Joan Walton, 454 3714, 
jwalton10307@gmail.com  
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This club meets on the 4th Saturday of 
the month at 10:00 am at Shell Point. 
 
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CLUB  
 
President, Carolyn Helms, 432 0970; 
carolynhelms@webTV.net 
 
DWC  meets 2nd Saturday of the 
month at 10:30 at the Helm Club in the 
Landings. 
 

YOUNG DEMOCRATS 
The young democrats are forming 
a club for young people, sixteen 
through twenty-six years old; those 
active in this event are Maynard 
Houston, 292 1239; Larry Jackson, 
415 9235; Ralph Troba, 466 4399, 
Catherine Jackson, 415 9804 and 
Nancy Troy, 731 5694.  Look for 
meeting place and time next issue 
or call above  persons. �  
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Nelson was never the keynote 
speaker for a JJ dinner. 
 By far, the most challenging and 
most memorable event was the Clin-
ton inauguration celebration be-
cause there were two parties in one 
day, a picnic in the afternoon and a 
gala in the evening. Both were worth 
the work. 
 Erini admits that not every fund-
raiser was a huge success. The first 
speechless banquet raised only 
$400, hardly enough to pay for the 
postage. But as the idea caught on, 
that number turned from hundreds 
to thousands. 
 In 2000, after the defeat of Al 
Gore, which she says is one of the 
biggest disappointments of her po-
litical life, Erini was elected as 
State Committeewoman. She points 
to the increase in the number of 
Democratic clubs as her most re-
warding experience in that job. 
 Due to health concerns, Erini 

ner, then the DEC Chair, 
when she accompanied the Tson-
gas organizers to a DEC meeting. 
Bob 
invited her to join the DEC and im-
mediately assigned her to chair the 
fundraising committee. 
 When asked to talk about her 
favorite fundraisers, Erini said, 
"They were all fun." She especially 
liked the ethnic dinners at the 
homes of Democrats � Italian night 
at Joe and Jan Guardiano's, Greek 
night at her house, and an evening 
at Henry and Pat Houseman's, al-
though she doesn't remember its 
theme. Her favorite Jefferson-
Jackson dinner featured Janet 
Reno. Why? "Because when people 
called for tickets at the last minute, I 
could say 'Sorry, we're sold out, but 
you can make a donation", Erini 
laughed.  Her only regret is that Bill 
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resign as chair of the fundraising 
committee and as State Committee-
woman. But, as health permits, she'll 
volunteer in the 2008 Presidential 
campaign. "One advantage to no 
longer holding an office", she says, 
"is that I can publicly support some-
one in the primary."  After a long 
pause, she added, "Hillary. Big 
time!" 
 The Democratic Party of Lee 
County thanks Erini Bonou-Price for 
her years of dedicated service. We 
wish her well. ��
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